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Tara Fatehi employs video along with duplicates of drawings and photographs to uncover the layers of history and memory embedded in a hand-painted scroll found in Theatre Peckham’s archive. Tucked among larger posters and other paper rolls, this delicate and slightly damaged scroll features a painted sketch for a mural.
While it’s unclear if the mural was every fully realised, some elements appear to have been on a wall near the North Peckham estate, as evidenced by a 1993 photograph taken by Michael Goldwater for the Sunday Times documenting the estate’s gradual decline. The estate, most likely along with the mural, was demolished during the Five Estates North Peckham regeneration in the mid-90s.
The displayed drawings are likely early concept sketches for the mural, and the accompanying photographs—found among random images in the archive—show the artist at work, creating these initial sketches. The video presented here features the painted scroll along with footage shot by Tara Fatehi at Burgess Park, the location she believes is depicted in the sketches.
Do you remember this mural or the artist who painted it? Share your memories on our Memory Wall or speak to a member of staff.
